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ABSTRACT 

Patricia Lockwood’s No One Is Talking About This is a persuasive expedition about the influence of  
social media on conscience, identity and emotional commitment of  people on the digital age. The novel 
tells the story of  an anonymous main character that has become famous for its spread of  social networks, 
existing almost completely within the scope of  digital called “information portal”. Combined in the irony 
and efficiency of  online culture, it experienced the great effects of  the fish too much, in which humor, 
indignation and meaning are blurred in an endless content of  the content. However, when a personal 
family crisis forced her to leave the virtual world, she faced the outstanding contrast between the digital 
existence and real experience, exposing the limits of  online sympathy and the need for human real con-
nection. Lockwood’s fragmented and nonlinear account reflects the parade of  social media, emphasizing 
how to communicate digital to form awareness, language and emotional reactions. The novel is criticized 
for the psychological and existential consequences of  the super connected, asking questions about the 
authenticity of  online interactions and the separation is preferred by digital space. This paper will analyze 
that No One Is Talking About This through the lens of  digital communication theory, discovering digital de-
pendent topics, commitments and tensions between virtual and real identity. By positioning novels as an 
important document in contemporary digital literature, this study emphasized how Lockwood grasped 
the paradoxes of  the Internet culture, wondering whether connecting people could really exist an increas-
ingly intermediary era by the screen.

Keywords: Social media, digital communication, online identity, hyperconnectivity, digital addiction and online 
empathy.

Patricia Lockwood, a famous poet and essayist with her special literary style, claimed to be an im-
portant voice in contemporary literature. With the context of  both traditional literature and Internet cul-
ture, its text blends humor, irony and introvert to explore modern biological concerns. No One Is Talking 
About This (2021), her first novel, based on her own experiences as a personality of  social media, offered a 
deep story and deeply tested on the path where digital communication shaped human identity and aware-
ness. Lockwood’s fragmented non -linear narrative reflects the discrete and fast nature of  the Internet, 
making the novel a unique meditation of  super connection, performing and separating emotions in the 
digital age.

The novel Is about an unnamed protagonist, who has gained Viral’s popularity on a platform called 
“information portal”, a clear replacement for Twitter or any other major social media network. As a 
deeply originated character in online culture, it thrives in the commitment, the development of  full sar-
casm to the purpose of  the audience to search for entertainment and confirmation. The main character is 
proficient in the art of  the Internet language, in which the meaning is compressed according to the state-
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ments that can be digested, often unreasonable to circulate quickly. She attended conferences where she 
was held for her information about digital discourse and her life revolved around the trend of  monitoring, 
responding to global events with perfect jokes and maintaining an organized online personality. It is part 
of  a generation that lives through screens, in which interactions are filtered through irony and separate 
layers, and the fleeting place in the reputation provides a meaning to the goal.

However, under the surface of  its ultrasound existence is a discomfort under the secret. The main 
character began to ask questions about the authenticity of  the connections that were established through 
the portal, feeling that despite the continuous flow of  information, something important was missing. 
The Internet provides an illusion of  commitment, but a large part of  it feels empty, as if  it and others 
were trapped in a performance cycle rather than real experience. It witnessed the way that the indigna-
tion, humor and tragedy were consumed and rejected quickly, reducing important moments for digital 
platforms. The main character began to wonder whether the portal, for all its entertainment and direct 
entertainment, was finally an actual flat insulating force rather than enriching it.

This existential question became inevitable when a crisis actually forced it to leave the portal and in 
the physical world. She received a new person that her younger sister’s child was diagnosed with Proteus 
syndrome, a rare and deadly genetic disorder. Pregnancy becomes a deep emotional and painful experi-
ence of  the family, and the protagonist finds himself  no longer abstract and sarcasm about the internet 
and is pushed into a situation that requires real and unapproached presence. While spending time with 
her family, supporting her sister through the life and life of  the child, she faced the emotions and experi-
ences that social media could not encode. The outstanding contrast between the weight of  this personal 
tragedy and the ban on the online discourse forces it to review the value of  its digital existence.

The second half  of  the novel marks a change of  tone and style, moving out of  the discrete structure 
and rolls from the first half  of  an anchored and emotional story more smoothly. Lockwood is proficient 
in the way the unnamed character, once defined by her online character, began to separate herself  from 
the portal and reconnect to the material world. The child, despite his short life, became a symbol of  pure 
and unapproached reality, something that could not be packed in a tweet, reacting to a meme or goods by 
digital culture. Thanks to his niece, the main character experienced intimacy and connection depth that 
the Internet has never provided.

When she takes care of  the baby, testifying both the great joy and the terrible pain of  his short life, the 
protagonist realized that digital communication, such as advanced, could not replace the true presence 
of  man. Social media, which seems to be a world that expands full of  voice and interaction, now feels 
small and not enough to face the true human emotions. The experience of  sadness, love and loss cannot 
be done or condensed in the limited language of  the portal. It must be experienced, felt and endured in 
a deep and often indescribable way. Lockwood prose reflects this change, from hyperactive observations 
to slower paths and more reflexes allowing the weight of  the emotion of  the main character to resolve. 
Lockwood criticized the nature of  digital participation, arguing that even when the Internet provides 
a connection, it is often a form of  superficial performance that cannot replace real relationships. The 
novel raises the question of  the impact of  super connection on human empathy-the testimony to endure 
through the screen that makes people more compassionate, or are they sensitive to them? Is the Internet 
a tool for significant communication, or does it even reduce the deepest experience of  consuming con-
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tent? By positioning the main character between these two worlds, Lockwood emphasizes the paradox of  
contemporary life: we are involved in digital spaces; the more we are disconnected to our own emotions.

However,  No One Is Talking About This  is not completely refusing social media or digital commu-
nication. Lockwood realized that the Internet, despite being at fault, changed the way people live in the 
world, better or worse. It has allowed the forms of  expression, humor and new connection, but it has 
also changed the way people deal with reality. The main character’s journey does not include completely 
abandoning the digital domain, but to recognize its limits. At the end of  the novel, she was aware of  the 
meaning of  actually present, and understood that if  the portal provided a loud voice network, it could not 
replace the depth of  a human communication.

In the end, No One Is Talking About This serves both satirical and elegant for the Internet era. Lock-
wood’s novel captures absurdity, brightness and emotion in the field of  digital, making it one of  the deep-
est literary discoveries on the impact of  social media on human consciousness. The novel requires readers 
to reflect on their own relationship with the Internet, wondering if  their identity number is shaped by 
digital space and if  connected can actually exist in a world that is increasingly announced by the screen. 
By combining the online character’s online existence with his real confrontation with sadness and love, 
Lockwood presented a strong comment on the meaning of  man in the era of  super connection.

Lockwood’s novel is both an example and a criticism of  contemporary digital culture, reflecting 
the way the Internet has shaped the way people communicate, treat emotions and build their identity. 
The unnamed character, who has found a goal and is confirmed in the endless flow of  the information 
portal, began to realize his limit when faced with the rough intensity of  the real experience. This change 
emphasizes the central tension of  the novel between the fleeting nature of  digital interactions and the 
existence of  human emotions such as love and sadness. The fragmented style of  the novel imitates the 
roll experience, strengthens the way of  thinking and the attention of  digital space fragmentation. How-
ever, while the unnamed main character moves out of  the information portal, the language of  the novel 
becomes more anchoring, symbolizing the return to reality. The last novel wondered if  the Internet could 
never really grasp the depth of  human existence or if  it simply provided a distorted version and pixel of  
life. Lockwood did not completely condemn the digital space, but urged a deeper reflection on how they 
shaped awareness. No One Is Talking About This is a profound exploration of  super connection, showing 
that if  the Internet facilitates the conversation and connection is always outside the screen.
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